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METHODOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

This map was produced applying the USGS Rapid Land Cover Mapper (RLCM) methodology that uses the
regularly spaced (in this case 500 m spacing) dot grid statistical approach to generate land cover data. The
principal aim of this study was to produce an updated statistical assessment of Somalia’s cultivable areas.

USGS EROS Data Center provided with ASTER satellite imagery of 15 m resolution, acquired mainly in
2013. The average visual interpretation scale is 1:50,000. The Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the
European Commission provided with additional LANDSAT ETM (2009-2011) satellite images and
contributed to the definition and accuracy assessment of the methodology. LANDSAT imagery
complemented the baseline images in areas where either cloud cover was present on ASTER images or
when gaps occurred. Very high resolution satellite images were also used to refine the interpretation of
cultivable areas and to verify/validate the natural vegetation cover.

Standardized FAO Land Cover Meta Language (LCML) methodology was utilized to create the legend for
the analysis. The area covered by each land cover class was derived from the classified dots. For more
details refers to SWALIM Report No. RSM-02-1. For copies of this map write to swalim@fao.org
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Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community

Somalia Water and Land Information Management (SWALIM) Project. SWALIM is a multi donor project implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and receives funding from European Union, UNICEF and Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF).

T
12°0'0"N

11°0'0"N

T
10°0'0"N

9°0'0"N

8°0'0"N

T
7°0'0"N

T
6°0'0"N

T
5°0'0"N

4°0'0"N

T
3°0'0"N

T
2°0'0"N

T
1°0'0"N

T
0°0'0"

1°0'0"S

2°0'0"S

T T T
41°0'0"E 42°0'0"E 43°0'0"E

T
44°0'0"E

T
45°0'0"E

T
46°0'0"E

T
47°0'0"E

T
48°0'0"E

T
49°0'0"E

T
50°0'0"E

T
51°0'0"E



